
THE HISTORIC CITY OF 
THÉROUANNE

Trail n°2 - THE HISTORIC CITY OF THÉROUANNE

This publication from the Parcours collection, complement to a visit to the Maison de l’Archéologie, is 

an invitation to depart on an exploration of architectural and archeological heritage of Thérouanne, 

witness to the history rich in twists and turns of the village.

Since 2014, L’Agence d’urbanisme, de développement et du patrimoine (The Agency of 

Urbanism, Development, and Heritage) of the Saint-Omer region has implemented the 

national label « Pays d’art et d’histoire du Saint-Omer » (Land of art and history of Saint-

Omer), awarded by the state and represented by the regional prefect. This label recognizes 

the territories, towns, or groupings of towns that, aware of the challenges posed by the 

appropriation of their architecture and their heritage by residents, engage in an active e�ort 

of understanding, mediation, cultural action, and development. All year, L’Agence organizes 

many activities to enable exploration of architectural and heritage riches of the region by 

its residents, young and adult, and by visitors with the help of professional guide-lecturers.
Nearby, Beauvais, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Calais, Cambrai, Chantilly, Laon, Lilly Noyon, Roubaix, Saint-Quentin, 
Soissons, and Tourcoing benefit from the title Ville d’art et d’histoire ; Amiens Metropole, Lens-Lievin, Pays de 
Senlis a Ermenonville, Ponthieu – baie de Somme, and Santerre Haute-Somme benefit from the title Pays d’art 
et d’histoire.

TRAIL

Find all our publications and cultural programming here :

L'Agence d’urbanisme, de 

développement et du patrimoine 

du Pays de Saint-Omer

Centre administratif Saint-Louis
Rue Saint-Sépulcre - CS 90128
62 503 Saint-Omer Cedex
accueil@aud-stomer.fr
Tél : 03.21.38.01.62
aud-stomer.fr

� AUD StOmer

Maison du Patrimoine

7 enclos Notre-Dame 
62 500 Saint-Omer
maisons-pah@aud-stomer.fr
Tél : 06.43.85.15.47
patrimoine.aud-stomer.fr

� AUD StOmer 

Maison de l’Archéologie

6 place de la Morinie 
62 129 Thérouanne
maisons-pah@aud-stomer.fr
Tél : 06.43.85.15.47
archeologie.aud-stomer.fr

� AUD StOmer

O�ice de Tourisme et des Congrès du Pays de Saint-Omer

7 place Victor Hugo 62 500 Saint-Omer
contact@tourisme-saintomer.com
Tél. : 03.21.98.08.51
tourisme-saintomer.com

� Visit Pays de Saint-Omer 



THÉROUANNE, 2 THOUSAND 
YEARS OF HISTORY, A 
CENTURY OF ARCHEOLOGY

1. The old flour mill and its wheat store, on the banks 

of the Lys. Detail of an aerial photograph

©Carl Peterol�

2. View of Saint-Martin church from its apse 

©Carl Peterol� 

3. The bell tower of the Nielles chapel

©Carl Peterol�

Likely the capital of the Gallic tribe of Morins, Thérouanne, known as Tarvenna, became 

a flourishing Gallo-Roman city a�er Julius Caesar’s conquest of Gaul. Throughout the 

Middle Ages, Thérouanne was the seat of a vast bishopric through which pilgrims on the 

Via Francigena passed on their way to Rome. The city met a tragic end in 1553, dismantled 

a�er a terrible siege during which the forces of Charles V clashed with the troops of 

Henri II of France. Abandoning the site of the medieval city – which would transform it 

into a remarkable archeologic site – in the Seventeenth century the inhabitants rebuilt 

a new village further south between the two arms of the Lys River. In turn, it would 

experience the challenges of industrialization in the Nineteenth century and the horrors 

of the Second World War in the Twentieth century.

SAINT-MARTIN CHURCH

The church of the Saint-Esprit suburb, located 
south of the medieval city of Thérouanne, was 
destroyed by order of Charles V in 1553. In the 
early Seventeenth century, construction began 
on a new church: the nave was built in 1617, 
then the choir in 1623, and finally the porch 
in 1723. However, in 1798, fire ravaged the 
new building and only the walls of the nave 
remained. Though the date 1623 still appears 
on the buttresses of the church, the current 
structure was built beginning in 1859. The choir 
was restored in 1860, and the tower was added.

In 1866, a new sacristy was built and the church 
was consecrated in July 1872. The stained-glass 
windows date from 1901-1902 and depict the 
coats of arms of the 60 bishops of Thérouanne. 
Above the front door, the stained-glass portrait 
of André de Montalembert, a noble French 
o�icer who defended Thérouanne during the 
siege of 1553, welcomes parishioners. In 2013, 
repair work was carried out on the terrace, the 
cornice, and the stone facing of the tower.

The building is placed under the patronage of 
Saint Martin, evangelist of Gaul in the Fourth 
century.
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THE LOUVET WATERMILL

AND ITS WHEAT STORE

The old water mill, with red brick and 
white stone walls, was built on the banks 
of the Lys in the second quarter of the 
Nineteenth century in order to use the 
river’s force for flour production. The date 
1847 appears on the lintel of the entrance 
to the wheat store, built next door.

At the beginning of the Twentieth century, 
the mill was converted into a hydroelectric 
plant, before being reconverted into 
a flour mill, with Mr. Louvet as its last 
miller. In 1974, the building was acquired 
by the Millamon et Cie company, which 
restored the old factory’s turbine and used 
it to generate electricity for a year. The 
factory is now decommissioned, and the 
two buildings have been converted into 
apartment buildings. Nevertheless, the 
factory’s hydraulic turbine is still in place.
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THE NIELLES CHAPEL

The Nielles chapel is one of the last buildings 
of the Thérouanne area dating from before 
the siege of 1553.

Constructed in stone and slate, the chapel 
underwent di�erent stages of construction. 
In the Sixteenth Century, the nave, covered 
in woodwork, and the bell tower wall were 
built. The choir and the sacristy were made 
in the Seventeenth century. The sacristy 
contains traces of alterations, marked by the 
addition of red bricks..

In the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries, 
the chapel was repeatedly closed due to 
its dilapidation. Under the leadership of 
the last priest of Thérouanne, the Abbé 
Desquesnes, restoration of the choir’s ceiling 
was undertaken in 1947. The town decided 
a�erwords to renovate the entire building in 
2003. The chapel was opened to the public in 
April 2011, a�er a year of restoration focused 
on enhancing the choir.

The chapel is placed under the patronage of 
Saint-Martin.
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Practical Information : 

�  THE CHURCH OF SAINT-MARTIN

Place de l’Église, 62 129 Thérouanne 
Open to the public everyday from 
8h to 18h.
Free entry.

�  THE CHAPEL OF NIELLES

Rue de Delettes, 62 129 Thérouanne 
Open to the public every Sunday from April 
to October, from 9h to 18h.
Free entry.

Practical Information: 

�  THE LOUVET MILL AND WHEAT STORE

Rue du Moulin,  62 129 Thérouanne
�  Private Property



Excavations carried out on the archeological site starting in 1898 by Camille Enlart, then 
between 1961 and 1986 by Honore Bernard and Roland Delmaire as well as by the archeology 
department of Pas-de-Calais in 2010, brought to light the ruins of part of the medieval 
cathedral of Thérouanne and its episcopal quarter, destroyed with the rest of the city in 
1553 on the orders of Charles V. A�er being studied, the ruins were reburied to ensure their 
preservation. The site then became a landscaped garden. Part of the archeological artifacts 
discovered during these operations (sculpted decorations, devotional objects…) are on 
display at the Maison de l’Archéologie.

Follow the trail numbers to learn more about this historic site, listed as a Historic 

Monument since 1992, and discover how the small episcopal community constructed it in 

the Seventh century and remodeled it in the Ninth. The gothic cathedral was renowned 

as one of the most beautiful in the North of France.

DISCOVERING 
THEROUANNE
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MAISON DE L’ARCHÉOLOGIE

�

NIELLES CHAPEL

�

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

�

SAINT MARTIN’S CHURCH �
LOUVET MILL�

NIELLES

THÉROUANNE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS
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1  Many architectural remains are displayed 
at the entrance to the site. The fragment 
of the capital comes from the old cart 
gate of Saint-Esprit, located south of the 
medieval city, close to the current location 
of the Maison de l’Archéologie. The column 
standing to its side originates from the 
ancient city walls. 

2  This Sixteenth century paved courtyard 
shows the ground level of Thérouanne 
as it was in 1553. It was surrounded by 
dwellings with vaulted cellars, discovered 
during the archeological excavations. To 
protect the remains, archeologists had 
to rebury them. Between the gaps in the 
paving stones, fragments of bones and teeth 
from pets and livestock were discovered.

3  This memorial plaque from the cathedral 
features a timeline: DeLetl Morini (i.e. the 
Morins are destroyed). By arranging the 
capital letters in the correct order, you 
can find the date of the destruction of 
the city: M(1000) D(500) L(50) III(3), 1553.
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5 Beneath the stones lie the reburied 
foundations of the apse of the gothic 
cathedral, constructed from the middle 
of the Twel�h century to the Sixteenth 

century. At the end of the apse stood the 
high altar, whose view was obscured from 
the nave by a rood screen. At the crossroads 
of the choir and transept, the major altar 
can be found before which the bishop 
or his representative celebrated mass. 

The cathedral tower, quickly destroyed during 
the siege of 1553 by the Spanish cannon fire 
to prevent French soldiers from using it as a 
watchtower, stood to the north of the apse.
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7 At this location stood the south portal 
of the cathedral, which gave access to the 
building via the transept. Around 20 meters 
high stood the sculpted group called “Grand 
Dieu de Thérouanne”, depicting Christ 
surrounded by the Virgin Mary and Saint 
John. It narrowly escaped the destruction 
in 1553, saved by the cathedral’s canons, 
who successfully persuaded Charles V 
to transfer it to the collegiate church 
of Saint-Omer, where it remains today.
To the le�, beyond the landscaped garden, 
on the other side of the Rue Saint-Jean, was 
nave of the cathedral.

8  A cavalier view of the city of Thérouanne 
dating from 1539 is engraved on this 
observation table. You can see here:

� The cathedral and Saint-Nicolas church, 
the two principal places of worship of the 
medieval city located within the walls.

� The layout of the ancient city walls and their 
trenches. These are still visible elsewhere 
in the current landscape, materialized by 
the wooded belt which today delimits the 
influence of the ancient medieval city.

� The two abbeys founded around  
Thérouanne: to the north, the Saint-
Jean abbey, and to the South, 
along the Lys. It was erected on the 
current site of Saint-Martin church.

� The church of the Faubourg du Saint-
Esprit, between the two branches of 
the Lys. It was built on the site of the 
present-day Church of Saint Martin.

� The chapel of the Nielles suburb, 
a rare building that escaped the 
destruction of the city in 1553.

9  These remains correspond to the 
foundations of a Fi�eenth century house, 
made of stones and flint. 4. Aerial view of the Archeologic site of Thérouanne.

©Carl Peterol�

5. Le Grand Dieu de Thérouanne 

(The Great God of Thérouanne)©Carl Peterol�
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With the Time-Loop app, discover the 
treasures revealed by archaeologists 
during their excavations on the cathedral 
site and along Saint-Jean Street.

Scan the QR code opposite 

or visit:
� https://time-loop.fr/Therouanne/

THÉROUANNE, 
PREVENTIVE 
ARCHAEOLOGY

44 Rue Saint-Jean à Thérouanne
Open to the public from April to 
October, every day from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.
Free admission.

Practical information :

THE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITE

Outline of the old town of Thérouanne


